The Desire to Be God
Purpose: Clarify purpose of novel: to demonstrate the emergence of the modern revolutionary/dialectical tradition out of the larger dialectical tradition, to trace its political and spiritual trajectory in the modern world, and to demonstrate its ultimate crisis and transformation, with a focus on its impact on the spiritual development of the core characters in the novel.

Structure: The structure of the novel is an encrypted karmic (auto)biography. Situated at the midpoint of life, when the hero has, like Dante in the Commedia, lost his way, the changing cosmological/metaphysical hierarchies of the dialectical tradition
Characters:

Salvatore/Hakim: embodies dialectical ideal of divinization through intellectual and moral self-cultivation, developing through modern revolutionary ideal of self-divinization by becoming the unique subject object of human history (Agent Intellect) and the crisis of this modern revolutionary ideal, culminating in restored dialectical spirituality …
Hokhmah/Estrella: a kind of Beatrice figure, though herself flawed and imperfect, represents the wisdom Salvatore seeks
Each chapter contains:

1) Integrating framework: old woman telling stories to her grandaugther, Estrella and then, after she dies, Estrella’s diary

2) a :”bardo” prose poem which includes an “initiation,” more or less liturgical, into the planet/sephira in question, and its place in the Vedic chart, 

3) a story which, while not necessarily that of a past life, nonetheless captures part of the karmic imprint which defines Salvador’s current situation. 
Malkuth: 
The Planet and its Position: Earth or the Ascendant. In Sagittarius, rules nothing, ruled by Jupiter, which is in turn in Libra in XI.  Defines a life centered on meaning, struggle for justice. This sephira should richly illustrate the high Silk Road synthesis, weaving together sections from Christendom, Dar-al-Islam, India, and China. Seamless integration of philosophical and theological wisdom and their role in transforming tributary/petty commodity structures; palpable presence of the divine, precritical sacramentality. Foreshadow crisis with talk of invasions (perhaps even show …)
Series of letters written between a Radical Aristotelian master in Paris or Padova and his lover who is the abbess of a convent in Sicily
Yesod: 
Moon: In Aries in V, dreaming Lord of  VIII, exhalted in VI, where it represents the methodical work of transformation; fallen in XII where chaos results from work not done. Indicates a probing but unsettled mind 
This chapter should illustrate clearly both the strong irascible passions associated with the emerging revolutionary ideal and the sense of being at the mercy of transforming forces beyond one’s control (the tides of history) which are reflected psychically in deep melancholy, moods deriving from past life. (The events here will be the past life events which inform later melancholy). 
Revision of existing chapter to focus on background for trauma of Salvatore, Hokhmah/Estrella’s comfort with loss, transformation, VIII matters generally.
Hod: 
Mercury: In Leo in IX, dreaming Lord of VII and X. Exhalted in X, fallen in IV.

This is the sephira of critical rationality and should indicate its ascent to hegemony over the higher sapiential intellect. It should indicate both the extraordinary power of the critical intellect to build public positioning when it is analytic and playful and its damage when clouded by dogmatism and passions deriving from past traumas. 
Revise existing La Sabiduria chapter, making Salvatore into Citalinincue; both agent of enormous creative activity which builds La Sabiduria but refuses to accept subaltern position and in rage firbombs Eucharist, bringing into being a new universe according to Aztec tradition, making herself into a God. Add section describing her “punishment” in more detail. 
Netzach: 
Venus In Gemini in VII; dreaming Lord of VI and XI, which are cruel houses, making Venus inauspicious. Exhalted in VI and fallen in X. Need for practical devotional work; career suffers from vanity and competitive nature. Indicates the danger for the modern revolutionary movement of vanity and careerism. 

Rewrite as a fictionalized account of the Pueblo revolt or of another Indian uprising, stressing the tension between the revolutionary imagination of the intelligentsia and the actual character of the popular movement, stressing the destructive role of the vanity and egoism of both Salvador and the Governor and the importance of practical devotional piety and humble service.  Show Hokhmah/Estrella as example of practical devotional work, playful creativity. 
Tipherit: 
Sun: in Cancer in the VIII, dreaming Lord of IX, exhalted in V, fallen in XI. Gives hope, courage, wanderlust; liberator forcing spiritual discrimination. This placement of the Sun gives spiritual knowledge through intuition, a capacity for research and analysis, and skill in secret activities.  There may be a danger that the native will lack support or recognition for these activities.
This is the sephira of (apparent) enlightenment. Introduce the Hegelian synthesis and its transformation into Marxism, illustrated through the early stages of development of the workers movement. Use motif of secret societies, as foundation of revolutionary movement. 
Gevurah: 
Mars:  in Aries in V. Awake Lord of V and XII. Gives bold, logical mind, foreign journeys, disciplined spirituality. Exhaltation in II gives clear values, good speaking skills; fallen in VIII leads to danger of losing Dharmic focus through pursuit of one great thing. 
Use this chapter to narrate a fictional “successful” revolution from the standpoint of its general secretary, from inception up through his realization that, in spite of successful socialist construction, this is not divinizing moment. 
Hesed:

Jupiter: In Libra in XI, dreaming Lord of I and IV, exhalted in VIII house of transformation; fallen in II house of Values. Must allow life’s changes to deepen them, avoid dogmatism. 
Use the story of Maria Valiani shows both a positive example of deepening spirituality through the changing forms of the struggle for justice (fidelity to values in changed circumstances) and the negative example of Lucifero whose dogmatism leads him ultimately to lose touch with his values. 
Binah:

Saturn: In Scorpio in XII, Dreaming Lord of II and III, cruel, Maraka. Exhalted in XI , fallen in V. Gives practical skills and good speaking/teaching ability, but also rigidity and self-centeredness. Good teacher, poor student. But also as lord of II and III source of values, income, effort, writing about enlightenment.
This is the sephira of understanding –the understanding which comes through limitation. Crisis of socialism. 
Hokhmah: Return of the higher sapiential intellect but also the disintegration of the modern world. 

Rahu: In Libra in XI, conjunct Jupiter . . . Learning diplomacy, focus on serving people, consequences of rash action. 
Da’ath: Sephira of authentic revolutionary transformation. The death of one ideal and the birth of another.

Ketu: In Aries in V conjunct Mars and Moon. Spiritual warrior but also subject to shifting moods deriving from past lives. Moment of emancipation. 
Keter: The new order; a civilization of meaning and self-cultivation.
What to do with outer planets, Rahu and Ketu?

Notes: 

Clearly and visually separate 1) the external framework of recollections, 2) the bardo scenes, and 3) the main narrative sections. 
1) weave external framework of recollections throughout the novel, perhaps by way of Estrella’s journal?

2) Give each sephirah a distinctive feel in and through the narrative. 
3) Review in detail to find ways to show rather than telling …
